
 
 
 
 

August 28, 2014            
 

Dear West Central NATS members: 
 

Exactly one year ago today I posted my first Auditions Chair letter to our membership for the West Central NATS 

Student Auditions.  The assistance from so many but especially Melissa Malde, Reginald Pittman, & Alisa 

Belflower has been invaluable.  Thank you!  My goal is to continue to run our auditions as efficiently and 

effectively possible; however, it is unreasonable to think this will be a success without the participation and 

assistance of each of you, the NATS members within the West Central Region.  
 

This should be a unique opportunity for our members and students with the 2014 Regional Auditions at 

Metropolitan State University (Metro State) in downtown Denver.  There will be some challenges we don’t usually 

encounter in such a large metropolitan downtown area; however, I feel certain it will also be very rewarding.  I 

hope you will encourage your students to take advantage of this opportunity and participate.  Regardless of which 

state you live in, this is where we come together as a region for the sake of young singers.  Please note, as 

announced by our Regional Governor last year, Melissa Malde, the auditions this year are a week earlier than 

normal:  Friday and Saturday, October 24 and 25, 2014.  Many of you have been asking me about the exact times 

of the auditions.  I will not know the exact schedule of auditions until after the close of registration on October 10. 
  

We will be using Brad Mills’ audition website again this year (www.natsauditions.com).  Please use the 

information included in this letter to be aware of the changes made to this year's audition repertoire. Below I have 

included three sections of information:  
• PARTICIPATION CHECKLIST 

• HOW TO USE  www.natsauditions.com 

• TIMELINE 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

PARTICIPATION CHECKLIST 

 
STUDENT AUDITION ENTRY TIMELINE: 

 Student entries will be accepted online exclusively Sept. 5 through Oct. 10.  Urge any members 

 not receiving information for West Central NATS auditions to contact Ivalah Allen directly at 

 ivalahallen@gmail.com.  Register/enter your students online at www.natsauditions.com. 

 

ONLINE INFORMATION 

  Find all necessary information online at www.natsauditions.com and/or www.wcnats.org. 

 Secure your password to logon at www.natsauditions.com – see below under “HOW TO USE 

 www.natsauditions.com”.   

 

REPERTOIRE REQUIREMENTS 

 NEW:  Repertoire requirements have changed since last year.  It is the hope of mine, Reg Pittman, 

 our new Regional Governor, and both the Executive and Advisory Boards that these repertoire 

 requirements will be in place for as many years as possible.  The new repertoire requirements are in 

 accordance with the NATS National Student Auditions.  When selecting your students’ repertoire, be sure

 to follow the NEW guidelines for eligible repertoire listed on pages 3-4 of the Handbook.  All repertoire must 

 be memorized.   

 

CHECK THE HANDBOOK 

 Read the newly revised Student Auditions Handbook for all rules governing auditions.  The 

 AUDITIONS HANDBOOK is available after login at www.natsauditions.com in the pull-down 

 menu under “AUDITIONS” by clicking on “Handbook/Rules.”  The Handbook contains all the rules 
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 governing the participation of your students, their accompanists and judges. The revised Handbook is 

 only 7 and a half pages in an easy outline-format. You will also find a chart to help you know in 

 which division and class your students should be entered. READ THE HANDBOOK BEFORE 

 ENTERING YOUR STUDENTS.   Thank you to Alisa Belflower for updating the latest edition of 

 the 2014 Handbook. 

 

STUDENT INFORMATION FOR WORKSHEET 

 Gather the information needed to enter your students on the “Entry Worksheet.”  Please note:  much 

 of the information is required for not only our auditions but also so you and your students may be 

 contacted should your student qualify for the National Student Auditions. 

 

COLLABORATIVE PIANIST POLICIES 

   Remember that pianists may play for no more than 12 audition entries. Check with your students’ 
   pianists to be certain each has agreed to accompany no more than 12 auditions.  If one student is entered in 

   two categories, that counts as 2 auditions for the pianist and student. Remember, the pianists not responsible  

   to monitor this.  You, the NATS members must communicate at each institution to verify a pianists is not 

   entered in more than 12 auditions.  TEACHERS MAY NOT SERVE AS ACCOMPANISTS. 

 

PHOTOCOPY POLICIES 

  Pianists must play from originals - no photocopies of any kind allowed (including page turns). 
  NATS has established rules to protect composers’ copyrights.  Don’t wait until the last minute to secure scores 

  for your students’ auditions. A violation of  NATS copyright rules will result in disqualification of the student  

  audition. 

 

LANGUAGE GUIDELINES 

Excepting high school students, all other auditioning students in the classical categories (3-14) must 

perform selections in the original language.  For the music theatre categories (15 & 16), a student 

may sing an operetta selection in an English translation. 

 

JUDGING PREFERANCES 

   Select your judging preference online at www.natsauditions.com. Remember, teachers entering 

   students are absolutely needed to judge.  We need three judges in each room for each category and   

  we simply cannot fill this quota without your participation.  If you absolutely cannot attend, yet  

  wish to enter your students in the auditions, a $75.00 fee must be paid to cover the expenses of a 

   substitute judge. 

  

REPERTOIRE SHEETS 

  You may print your students’ repertoire sheets online at www.natsauditions.com or print your own. 

  Please make sure you put your students’ contestant number on the repertoire sheets and not their 

  names for full anonymity.  Each student must have 3 repertoire sheets for the preliminary round. 

 

TEACHERS/NATS MEMBERS REGISTRATION FEES 

 All members entering students (by vote of our governing board) are required to register for the 

 conference.  Print the NATS member conference registration form (which must be downloaded from 

 www.natsauditions.com, go to “Auditions”, then “Forms”), complete with your meal and fee 

  information, and make your checks out to WC NATS.  Mail your completed form and payment to the 

  Registrar and Host, Dr. Bradley Thompson (mailing address on the Registration Form).   
   

MASTERCLASS STUDENT SUBMISSIONS: 
        I want to thank our Regional Governor, Dr. Reginald Pittman, for securing masterclass clinicians: 

        Barbara Hill Moore from Southern Methodist University (College Classical Master Class) and West  

        Central NATS members Catherine Kashe (Music Theatre Master Class) and Matthew Schloneger 

        (High School Master Class).  You can find the Master Class Nomination Forms on the website, 

        www.natsauditions.com  (“Auditions”>”Forms”).  Please print out and complete with the information  
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        to nominate no more than one student per master class.  Mail submissions of students to perform in  

        master classes and/or workshops to Dr. Pittman (mailing address on each Master Class Nomination Form). 

 

LODGING, RESTAURANTS, AND PARKING 

        With our host site being in downtown Denver, lodging and parking will be more of an issue than at some  

        of our previous locations.  On the website (www.natsauditions.com -  “Auditions”> “Miscellaneous Info”),   

        you will find a list of downtown hotels which tend to be pricey but very accessible to the school.  If you  

        wish to stay downtown, I urge you make your reservations as soon as possible as there is a home Denver  

        Broncos game Thursday evening (October 23) and a home Denver Avalanche game Friday evening  

        (October 24) – both of which are right across the highway from the university.  There are several other   

        hotels listed for outside of the downtown area, including the Embassy Suites Southeast Denver which has  

        reserved a block of 50 rooms for our conference at a greatly reduced rate.  Obviously, there are many other  

        hotels in the metro area.  Regardless of where you stay, give yourself plenty of driving time – especially  

        Friday morning.   

 

        There are two parking garages on campus which are close to the Music Building.  The parking fee for a 

        day in either garage is $6.00.  On Friday (October 24), I strongly recommend you park in the garage in the 

        morning and DO NOT MOVE YOUR VEHICLE until you are ready to leave at night to go to your hotel. 

        By early afternoon the two parking garages will fill up with those attending the Avalanche game.  If you  

        leave your parking spot for dinner, I guarantee you will not be able to find another space when you return  

        to the evening auditions. 

 

       Fortunately, there are many very good restaurants within easy walking distance of campus for you and your 

       students to eat between auditions and master classes. 

 

CHANGE IN TRADITIONAL AUDITIONS SCHEDULE 

       I need to notify you that the auditions schedule will be modified from our traditional schedules of the past.   

       Due to the extremely difficult scheduling of audition rooms, we will be having SOME auditions beginning 

       at 8:00 Friday morning; however, we will not have full use of all of the rooms until later on Friday   

       afternoon. 

       

       It is our INTENTION to have all of the high school auditions and awards finished by the end of Friday;  

       however I cannot guarantee what time the high school awards will take place.  I should know more once all 

       of the students are registered into the appropriate categories.  The largest college categories will begin on  

       Friday morning, adding other categories as rooms are available.  WE WILL HAVE AUDITIONS UNTIL 

       9:00 FRIDAY EVENING.  I anticipate college auditions and awards will conclude on Saturday; although, 

       the concert finals may not be until Saturday evening.  For those of you who must travel home Saturday  

       night, Dr. Pittman and I will do our very best to run the auditions as efficiently as possible. 

 

 

HOW TO USE 

www.natsauditions.com 
BEST TIME-SAVING TIP:  

Click save at the bottom of each page, before navigating away from that page. 

PREPARE 

•  Secure your password.  

•  Find HANDBOOK online (either at www.natsauditions.com – go to “Auditions” then “Handbook/ 

   Rules” or the WC NATS website:  www.wcnats.org).  Read the HANDBOOK and follow all 

guidelines provided so all your entered information will be accurate and in keeping with the newly 

revised requirements.  
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•  Gather your students’ and accompanists’ information as outlined on the ENTRY WORKSHEET,     

(www.natsauditions.com – go to “Auditions”, “Forms”, then “2014 Worksheet to collect entry 

information.”)  Download a sample entry worksheet to print and collect student information, if you 

like.  This step is strongly recommended but not required. 

 

PASSWORD, LOG ON, & UPDATE 

At www.natsauditions.com, you may use your PASSWORD from last year –or– request a reminder by 

clicking on “Forgot Password” just under the MEMBER LOGIN window.  If you follow this process, you 

will quickly receive login information in your entered email’s inbox.  New members may also use “Forgot 

Password” to secure a new password to be emailed to their entered email address.  Once you have secured a 

password, log on.  Go to MEMBER TOOLS, click on “My Profile” from the pull down menu.  All 

information entered last year on is available in pull down menus.  Update your information and select your 

judging preferences.  Click "save" at the bottom of the page. 

 

ACCOMPANIST LIST 

Go to MEMBER TOOLS, click on “Accompanist List” from the pull-down menu.  Find your students’ 

collaborative pianist’s names in the alphabetical listing.  Use the "edit" button found to the left of each 

pianist’s name to update contact information or correct spelling as needed.  If your students’ accompanist’s 

name is not on the list, click on “Add new accompanist,” found just under the bright blue banner near the 

top of this page.  Add your student’s accompanist and their contact information on this page then click 

"save" at the bottom of the page. 

 

STUDENT REGISTRATIONS 

After getting student information (using the “2014 Worksheet to collect entry information”), you may begin 

entering student information by clicking on “Member Tools.”  Scroll down to “Register Students” and click 

on “Add New Student.”  When you click to “add” a student, if that student participated in the auditions last 

year, their name and information will automatically pop up.  Go ahead and update the category they will 

sing in this year, new address, phone number, repertoire, collaborative pianist, etc.  Please use initials to 

enter your college’s name, i.e. KSU.  Click on the box giving permission for WC-NATS to publish pictures 

from this year’s conference.  Fill in all open windows and click “Save” at the bottom of each page.  

Continue in a similar fashion until all information is submitted.  

 

STUDENT REPERTOIRE SHEETS 

You may choose to print your student’s repertoire list by going to “MEMBER TOOLS” > “Register 

Students or Student List” > “View Student Repertoire.”  This opens a new window, which shows the 

repertoire list with an option to click “print.”  ALL ENTERED STUDENTS MUST PRESENT 3 COPIES 

OF THEIR REPERTOIRE LIST to the preliminary audition’s monitor a few minutes before their scheduled 

audition time.  No repertoire lists are needed after the preliminary round of auditions.  See Handbook page 

5 for details. NOTE: Graduate students exclusively now submit the duration of each of their repertoire 

selections, i.e. 2’15”  Remember, DO NOT PUT THE STUDENT’S NAME ON THE SHEETS.  Instead 

use their contestant number. 

 

PAYMENT OF STUDENT REGISTRATIONS 

After completing your student entries on the website, please use the PayPal option –or– mail ONE check 

for the total of  your students’ entry fees. ($12 per student/per class of audition entered, i.e. a student 

entering both a classical and musical theatre division totals $24.) Checks should be  payable to WC-NATS 

Student Auditions and mailed to:   Dr. Ivalah Allen, Auditions Chair 

                                                             Department of Music and Theatre 

                                                             Fort Hays State University 

                                                             600 Park Street 

                                                             Hays, KS  67601-4099 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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TIMELINE 
Soon • Book any necessary hotel reservations. Hotel information is posted online. 

 • Plan your transportation to the conference and travel needs during the conference. 

 • Plan to arrive on Thursday night, October 23rd, unless you live near Denver. 

• PLAN TO STAY through the concert finals, which will be judged by ALL NATS  

  members present. 

 

Sept. 5 - Oct. 10 • Complete your online entries before midnight on Monday, Oct. 10th. 

 • Use PayPal when you enter students online –or– mail ONE check  

  for the total of your students’entry fees, postmarked  no later than Tuesday,  

  Oct. 10th.   

  • Mail in your Nats Member Registration Form no later than Tuesday, Oct. 10th.  

    • Separately mail in any optional submissions of your students to perform in   

    master classes and/or workshops, postmarked no later than Tuesday, Oct. 10th.  

     

Approx. Oct. 17  • Check your email to find an emailed schedule of all auditions. 

 • Proofread the Audition’s Schedule for your entries and judging assignments.     

 • PLEASE report any errors, changes or conflicts to Ivalah Allen at     

   ivalahallen@gmail.com as soon as humanly possible. Requests for change, due to 

                               conflicts, that arrive later are far more challenging to accommodate. 

 • Give all your pianists their schedule times and locations of auditions and where to be 

  to hear the announcements of semi-finals and finals. 

 • Prepare students & pianists for the fact that many Preliminary (first round)   

   Auditions begin as early as 8:00 a.m. on Friday, October 24th. 

 

Oct. 24 • All students and teachers should check-in at the Registration Table in the   

   lobby of Metro State's King Center.  Registration will be Friday 7:00 am - 8:00 pm. 

 • Follow closely the emailed Audition Schedule & the Conference Schedule   

  available at the registration table once you arrive.  An Audition Schedule will  

  be posted in the lobby of the Music Building during the Conference. 

 

JUDGES • For those judging at all Friday morning, please plan to be punctually present for the 

                               Judges Meeting at 7:15 a.m. (October 24th, located in the King Center, just off the 

                               lobby).                                                    

 • 8:00 a.m. AUDITIONS BEGIN 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

My goal has been to provide you with any and all information that may prove helpful to you. If you have 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at ivalahallen@gmail.com.  The significant energy 

you expend in providing this annual opportunity for our students is thoroughly appreciated. I look forward 

to seeing our returning members and meeting our new members. See you in Denver! 

 

Ivalah Allen, 
West Central NATS Auditions Chair 
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